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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2020
The new Board met after the August 2019 AGM and set its priorities for the coming year. The key
ones were to make substantial improvements to the AMA Championship Manual and to cement and
further develop the relationship and initiatives with Athletics Australia.
The focus on Championship matters was to develop requirements that would ensure the event met
a consistently high standard, and to address the issue that different circumstances in different States
means that some readily make a financial surplus while some face an almost certain loss. Input for
the manual revision came from various Council discussions, a comprehensive athlete survey after
Melbourne 2018, a sub-committee formed to examine the programme and general discussions and
observations by Board members. The budget inequality issue will be addressed by :
a) Greater involvement by AMA with the LOC,
b) Allowing greater flexibility in setting entry fees,
c) Requiring States that make a large surplus to return the $5000 AMA donation, and
d) Using part of the AMA administration fee to set up a contingency fund that can help States who
make a loss despite the close collaboration with AMA.
My thanks go to Jayne and Janet for their work on the new Manual, which was issued in June.
ACTMA has reviewed the provisions and are happy to fully implement in 2021. Board members will
be present in Canberra and will actively seek athlete views and we will use this, along with a further
survey, to judge whether any ‘tweaks’ to the manual are required.
In terms of the relationship with AA, all States now register with AA apart from VMA due to
circumstances outside of their control. Janet continues her liaison on inclusion of Masters matters in
media and website outlets. Success has been mixed but Adam Bishop of AA, in a meeting I had with
him in February, reinforced AA commitment on this issue. In a further very significant development,
there will be Masters events at both the Australian Open Cross Country event in October this year
and at the World Cross Country Championships in Bathurst in March 2021.
Cancellations of World and National Championships in 2020 were of course hugely disappointing. I
need to praise the Brisbane LOC for making the call at an early stage when we did not all see
cancellation as inevitable. This saved considerable costs and enabled QMA and AMA to come away
without significant financial loss.
Ahead of the Toronto cancellation we made a strong representation to WMA on what we saw as
major weaknesses in the athletics programme and suggested some process improvements. We have
a good relationship with WMA and we hope these are taken on board ahead of Tampere , Finland
next year.
AMA has appointed the same Management Team, as was appointed for Toronto, for Tampere, that
is Donna Hiscox, Stuart Paterson and Nikki Ellis (massage therapist). It is anticipated that some of
the costs by way of travel credits will be carried forward.
Our member numbers in recent years have generally been flat or in slight decline, so we thank
Wilma Perkins for her suggestion that we give consideration to a National campaign to promote
Masters Athletics and to Bob Banens for his valuable input. It is critical we get this right, as we would
need to be sure that any advertising campaign would yield results. It needs a workshop type
discussion with the key players, which we unfortunately cannot do with current travel restrictions.

Following last year’s AGM the Board negotiated a deal with World Masters Rankings to give all
Australians access. Of course because of Covid 19 we have not had value from that agreement and
will be looking to extend the arrangement into 2021.
Two years ago we were in a very poor position on uniforms with a massive overstock. Lisa took
control at that point and has done a remarkably good job of significantly getting stock levels down
despite the lack of on outdoor stadia championships in the period. However, we have needed to
change our strategy and must keep the current uniform until at least after Tampere. Lisa has also
worked with AA to access common team wear via their relationship with BLK. Unfortunately, Covid
19 has meant that has not yet come to fruition.
It has been a pleasure for me to have worked with such a dedicated and effective Board over the
past year, and I am pleased that all 4 Board members up for re-election with be nominating.
Richard Blurton
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The 2019/20 season could best be described as the "Annus horribilis" of athletics. It
is not a season on which any athlete, official, coach, volunteer or administrator of our
sport will look back on with pleasure.
There is no doubt this has been the most difficult athletics season on record. Firstly,
with the horrendous bushfires that affected competition, particularly in the Eastern
States. Then the COVID-19 global pandemic ending the season prematurely.

AMA BOARD
The 2019 AMA AGM was held on the 17/18 August 2019 at the Rendezvous Hotel,
Melbourne.
The AMA Board for the 2019/20 season consisted of:
Richard Blurton
Donna Hiscox
Jim Langford
Steve McGugan
Lisa Attenborough
Judy Farrell
Jayne Hardy **
Janet Naylon

President
Secretary
Treasurer
Vice President
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Steve McGugan - Vice President, Donna Hiscox – Secretary and Judy Farrell – Board
Member were re-elected to their respective positions on the Board.
After serving three years on the Board Stuart Paterson was replaced by newly elected
Jayne Hardy as Competition Director.

MEETINGS
The AMA Board only had one face-to-face meeting this year due to the COVID-19
restrictions. Two electronic video conference meetings were held in January and May
2020.
The Board also utilised email communications to make numerous decisions
throughout the year, and on a weekly basis, members of the Board communicated via
email in regards to AMA related matters.

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

AMA Competition Manual
The Board’s priority this year was to update and improve the AMA Competition
Manual. Stuart Paterson had begun the revision during his time on the Board. This
onerous task was handed over to Jayne as Competition Director to complete. With the
assistance of Janet, the Manual was finalised and circulated to the States and
Territories in June. A great deal of work by two very knowledgeable and experienced
athletes and administrators in Jayne and Janet.
AMA Service Merit Award
At the 2019, AGM there was discussion about the future of AMA Merit Award, the
outcome was for the Award to remain. Janet, Judy and myself reviewed and rewrote
the criteria and the award was re-named the “Service Merit Award”. This makes it clear
that AMA is recognising ‘SERVICE’. Recipients are most likely to have volunteered,
coached, officiated, been committee members etc. but do not yet meet the Hall of
Fame criteria.
AMA Awards
Janet, Judy and myself also reviewed and tweaked the criteria for the Annual Awards
and improved the nomination form. This included setting a consistent close date of 31
January each year. The other change was to limit nominations to one (1) per state in
all categories.
AMA Board Nominations
At the 2019, AGM NSWMA raised an issue about what was being provided on Board
nominations. In response to their issue, Lisa produced a detailed AMA Board
Nomination Form. It is now mandatory for any person nominating for an AMA Board
positon to submit their nomination on this form.

AMA BOARD
President
On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank Richard who did a very good job in keeping
things moving forward this year. It has not been easy in extremely difficult
circumstances, but Richard has remained fully committed and motivated.
Communications
Judy continues to maintain and update the AMA Facebook page, which now has over
1400 followers. The page allows members everywhere to keep in touch with the goings
on within AMA. Members are able to upload events, results, news, photos and articles
of interest.
Judy updated several pages on the website this past year, the ‘Awards’ menu items
have been reviewed and republished. There are new additions under the ‘About’ tab Annual reports, WMA/OMA Honorary Awards, and under the ‘Contacts’ tab – AMA
States and Territory Contacts/Links

Uniforms & Team Wear
Lisa has continued to work collaboratively with Athletics Australia (AA) and BLK on
AMA athletes being permitted to purchase and compete in the AA uniform and wear
their team wear. She also continues to come up with constructive ways to sell the
remaining stocks of uniform on hand.
Archiving
I have continued to work on the Archiving Project and have managed to scan a
substantial number of documents on to the AMA drive throughout the past year. The
AMA minutes dating back to 1984 are now categorised and scanned.
Media and Marketing
Janet took on the role of producing the AMA Newsletter this year. She changed the
way the newsletter was sent to members, utilising the AMA website instead of
mailchimp. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and limited competition Janet only put four
e newsletters together over the year, but they were very professional and packed full
of great stories and information.
Janet also continues to build on her relationship with AA to include Masters Stories
and achievements in their e newsletters, on their social media pages and website.
Janet along with other Board members, are in the early stages of working on future
planning for AMA. As part of this, she has been looking at setting up a professional
presence for AMA on social media…a facebook business page, a sports link page,
and a LinkedIn page to attract sponsors to our sport. She has also been
communicating with some advertising agencies.

COMPETITION
Oceania Championships
The 20th Oceania Masters Athletics Championships were held from 31 August to 7
September 2019. 321 Australian athletes travelled to Mackay to compete and came
away with 867 of the 1,202 medals awarded. Heather Carr led the Australian charge
with a world record in the W70 3000m race walk, her time of 18:01.06 bettered the
mark of 18:05.00, which was set in 1989. Lisa Attenborough as Senior Manager and
Richard Blurton as her Assistant managed the team.

AMA Championships Brisbane 2020
The 2020 AMA Track and Field Championships had been shaping as one the best
and biggest to ever be held in Brisbane, with up to 700 athletes entered. The
championships sadly had to be cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the first
Championships in AMA’s history to be cancelled.

The LOC team were devastated when they came to the realisation the only choice
they had, due to the pandemic was to cancel. Congratulations must go to Toni, Stan
and their team for the tremendous amount of work and effort they put in leading up to
the championships, only to have it ripped out from beneath them.
WMA Championships Toronto, Canada 2020
In March, the Toronto LOC also has to make the unenviable decision to cancel the
WMA Championships. This was a huge disappointment for athletes worldwide, but a
decision that had to be made with the COVID-19 pandemic showing no signs of
relenting. The LOC made the early call to cancel the championships, which were
scheduled for July 20 to August 1.
Worldwide Virtual Masters Challenge
Three international athletes, Gottfried Gassenbauer, Guy Dirkin and Andy Vince,
thought of a great way to give athletes an opportunity to compete, promote
international camaraderie and honour Toronto 2020. They conceived this event to
bring the world together in unusual times.
Athletes, officials, administrators, family and friends embraced and made the most of
the opportunity, with 1336 athletes from 59 Countries competing in 4,272 events.
Approximately 52 Australian athletes participated in the various categories of this
challenge.

INTERNATIONAL MATTERS
WMA Championships rescheduled
With the cancellation of the Championships in Toronto this year, the WMA council met
to discuss revising the schedule. Tampere, Finland is proposed to hold the WMA
Stadia Championships next year, dates are yet to be finalised but will be around July
2021.
The consequences of this are that the 2021 WMACi Edmonton, Canada will move to
2022 and the 2022 WMA Stadia Championship in Gothenburg, Sweden will move to
2023.
The Bids for the 2023 Indoor and 2024 Stadia Championships will now change to 2024
and 2025 respectively.
WMA have received the bids for these Championships and have no plans to reopen
bidding at this time.

AWARDS
WMA Athlete of the Year
Heather Carr was named WMA Women’s Walker of the year in the WMA Athlete of
the Year Awards.

Other Australian nominees in the various categories were:
Female
Heather Carr – Overall;
Lenore Lambert – Jumps;
June Lowe – Throws;
Margaret Saunders – Middle Distance;
Vicki Townsend – Combined Events;
Male
Allan Mayfield – Overall;
Andrew Wilcox – Sprints;
Phillip Rowlands – Throws;
Allan Mayfield – Middle Distance;
Andrew Millerd – Combined Events;
Trevor Scott – Long Distance;
Congratulations to Heather and all the Australian nominees.
AMA Awards
The Awards Committee made up of Janet Naylon, Donna Hiscox and Judy Farrell
made some very difficult decisions in deciding the Award winners. The nominees put
forward by the States and Territories were of a very high standard. After much
discussion, a consensus on each of the categories was reached and each recipient
was a very worthy winner in their own right.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there was no Award Ceremony Function, so the
Awards Committee put together a PowerPoint presentation and recorded it via a Zoom
meeting, which was presented on the AMA YouTube channel. The presentation
proved to be a great success with over 2000 views and numerous congratulatory
messages.

SYMPATHY
On behalf of the Board, I would like to extend our sincere sympathy to the families and
friends of those members who have passed away this year.
We would also like to extend our best wishes to those members who may be
experiencing ill health for a quick recovery.

PETER DUNHAM
AMA’s former Treasurer, Peter Dunham's matter was set down for trial commencing
Monday, 16 March 2020. At the very last minute, he changed his plea to guilty. The
matter was subsequently set down for sentencing on the 5 May 2020.

Dunham appeared before Judge Muscat at the District Criminal Court of Adelaide on
the 5 May 2020, where he was finally sentenced to 9 years’ imprisonment. He received
a discount of 2 months (for his ‘very late’ plea of guilty), and with a non-parole period
of 4 years and 6 months, he will be incarcerated for 4 years and 4 months. Dunham
will be over 80 when released.

CONCLUSION
In concluding, I cannot say I have personally enjoyed the last nine months, the region
where I live was devastated by the bushfires, with the Covid-19 Pandemic and
lockdown immediately following.
The world after Covid-19 is unlikely to return to the World, as we knew it. Our lives are
unlikely to go back to pre-lockdown normalcy, at least in the near future.
As a Masters organisation we understand more than most, the number one priority at
this time is the safe and sensible return to our sport. This is particularly the case
considering many masters’ athletes are in the high risk and vulnerable group by virtue
of their age. These athlete’s health and wellbeing is of utmost importance to AMA and
its members. Although our athletes are strong and resilient and want to compete,
competition will be dependent upon consultation with all the appropriate authorities.
I would like to thank my fellow Board members, all are volunteers giving their time and
professionalism to a sport that is close to their heart. Their dedication and willingness
to push ahead over the last 12 months, no matter what the challenges, has been
extraordinary. Each member has contributed exceptional knowledge, experience, skill
and passion to the projects they have taken on.
Thank you again and I look forward to hopefully a more positive year ahead.
Stay safe and healthy.

Donna Hiscox
Donna Hiscox
Secretary
Australian Masters Athletics Inc.
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AUSTRALIAN MASTERS ATHLETICS Inc ABN 68 538 433 213

Income and Expenditure Statement
For the year ended 30 June 2020
2020
$
Operating profit (deficit) before income tax

2019
$

(26,559.50)

7,076.42

(26,559.50)

7,076.42

(26,559.50)

7,076.42

(26,559.50)

7,076.42

Income tax (credit) attributable to operating profit (loss)
Operating profit (deficit) after income tax
Retained profits at the beginning of the financial year
Total available for appropriation (deficiency)
Retained profits (deficit) at the end of the financial year

These financial statements are unaudited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.

AUSTRALIAN MASTERS ATHLETICS Inc ABN 68 538 433 213

Detailed Income and Expenditure Statement
For the year ended 30 June 2020
2020
$

2019
$

Income
AGM (Air Fares Recovered)
Capitation Fees

5,691.85

3,946.47

19,019.00

22,428.00

National Championships Registration Fees
Sanctioning Fees
Uniform Sales

19,340.00
660.00

2,126.90

16,320.19

15,353.68

World Championship Travel Rebates

346.96

World Championship Entry fees
Other income
Interest received
Total income

12,921.12
246.00

20.00

2,868.32

3,294.13

44,805.36

79,777.26

12,182.42

14,118.42

Expenses
Annual General Meeting
Athletics Australia Meeting

860.84

Awards/Hall of Fame

1,125.97

2,486.92

Audit and Annual Return

1,000.00

4,000.00

Board Meeting

3,178.18

4,772.43

Honorarium
Coaching Grants
Computer and Web Services
Cost of goods Sold - Uniforms

1,500.00
1,000.00

1,632.00

169.00

188.90

11,982.97

11,631.25

Donations and gifts

205.99

Masters ranking fees

9,977.12

Insurance

3,300.00

Office closure and removal
National Championship Grant

3,386.97
2,578.97

5,000.00

Oceania Administration Grant

5,000.00
1,100.00

President's expenses

722.19

Printing & stationery

359.00

Records Officer Expenses

108.60

145.00

Rent on land & buildings

1,298.43

6,989.41

311.40

76.22

Sundry expenses
Stocktake expenses
Team Managers
Travel, accommodation & conference

593.51
11,870.00

6,278.36

8,860.77

4,074.46

These financial statements are unaudited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.

AUSTRALIAN MASTERS ATHLETICS Inc ABN 68 538 433 213

Detailed Income and Expenditure Statement
For the year ended 30 June 2020
2020
$
Total expenses
Net Profit (Loss) from Ordinary Activities before
income tax

2019
$

71,364.86

72,700.84

(26,559.50)

7,076.42

These financial statements are unaudited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.

AUSTRALIAN MASTERS ATHLETICS Inc ABN 68 538 433 213

Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2020
Note

2020
$

2019
$

Cash assets

188,227.14

175,099.14

Receivables

2,867.48

25,669.33

191,094.62

200,768.47

Inventories

33,077.55

43,955.92

Prepayments

6,205.60

14,694.49

39,283.15

58,650.41

230,377.77

259,418.88

Assets

Current Assets

Total Current Assets

Non-Current Assets

Total Non-Current Assets
Total Assets
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Payables

2,481.61

Total Current Liabilities

2,481.61

Total Liabilities

2,481.61

Net Assets

230,377.77

256,937.27

Accummulated Surplus

256,937.27

249,860.85

Current year profit (loss)

(26,559.50)

Total Members Equity

Total Equity

230,377.77

7,076.42
256,937.27

These financial statements are unaudited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.

AUSTRALIAN MASTERS ATHLETICS Inc ABN 68 538 433 213

Detailed Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2020
Note

2020
$

2019
$

Accummulated Surplus

256,937.27

249,860.85

Surplus / (loss)

(26,559.50)

Proprietors' Funds

7,076.42

Less:
Total Proprietors' Funds

230,377.77

256,937.27

54,943.81

44,627.98

131,264.00

128,187.50

2,019.33

2,283.66

188,227.14

175,099.14

2,867.48

25,669.33

2,867.48

25,669.33

191,094.62

200,768.47

30,259.50

40,777.57

2,818.05

3,178.35

33,077.55

43,955.92

6,205.60

14,694.49

6,205.60

14,694.49

39,283.15

58,650.41

Represented by:

Current Assets

Cash Assets
Westpac Business Account
Westpac Term Deposit
Interest receivable

Receivables
Accounts Receivable

Total Current Assets
Non-Current Assets

Inventories
Stock on hand - Uniforms
Stock on Hand - Medallions

Other
Prepayments

Total Non-Current Assets

These financial statements are unaudited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.

AUSTRALIAN MASTERS ATHLETICS Inc ABN 68 538 433 213

Detailed Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2020
Note

Total Assets

2020
$
230,377.77

2019
$
259,418.88

Current Liabilities

Payables
Unsecured:
Trade creditors

2,481.61
2,481.61

Total Current Liabilities

2,481.61

Total Liabilities

2,481.61

Net Assets

230,377.77

256,937.27

These financial statements are unaudited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.

Australian Masters Athletics is excited to show-off its new logo.
The Board of AMA had discussed modernising the logo several times and the
lockdown period associated with COVID-19 gave AMA the impetus to move forward
on this project. Board member Judy Farrell approached fellow Victorian Judy
Pfanner with the brief.
Judy Pfanner is a software developer by day and has pursued graphic design as a
hobby for the last 15 years. Judy is also a masters athlete who now enjoys the
throwing events having enjoyed the heptathlon as a junior. She said, “In normal
times, I don’t have enough time to spend on designing but at the moment I have
plenty of time to pursue these sort of indoor interests”.
President of AMA, Richard Blurton, explained that, “the brief for the new logo was to
keep the popular Australian elements of the kangaroo and Southern Cross along
with the green and gold colours”. He went onto say, “AMA also wanted to portray the
closer working relationship with Athletics Australia, hence the inclusion of the “curved
lanes”.
The Board also wanted a sans-serif font that was easily accessible and usable
across many platforms and Arial is a good fit.
Richard added, “the Board and members are delighted with the new logo, but did just
check that Athletics Australia and our Masters Clubs had no issues with it”
The logo will be rolled out across the AMA website, social media, uniforms, trophies,
and various documents.

